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Kremlin-Tied Propagandists 
Spearhead New Influence 
Operations 


Luc Michel's Latest Endeavors Target French-Speakers 
as Well as Cities in the US 


By Kyle Walter and Nick Backovic 


Executive Summary 


Logically has identified two new influence operations aiming to spread 
oro-Russian sentiment. These influence operations amplify a previously 
reported connection identified by a U.S. media outlet in Luc Michel, a 
self-proclaimed political activist connected to Alexander Dugin and 
Yevgeny Prigozhin’s Wagner Group. 


Logically has identified a prolific French-language cross-platform 
network sharing Russian propaganda and disinformation, focusing on 
anti-colonial narratives. Logically has attributed this network with high 
confidence to Michel based on domain ownership analysis. Michel’s 
network has engaged in influence operations in Africa dating back to 
2011, with attribution including websites masquerading as local news, 
and entities claiming to oversee elections in places like Crimea and 
Donbas dating back to 2014. This network is supported by Michel's 
organization the Eurasian Observatory for Democracy & Elections 
(BOID eS). 


In a separate campaign, Michel and Ramzu Yunus, a known U.S. 
associate and leader in the African-American Sovereign Citizen 
movement, held a “Republic of Detroit” Independence referendum on 
US soil, which EODE also observed as part of a broader goal to combat 
NATO expansion in Europe by Russia recognizing the legitimacy of 
Independent republics within US borders. The nexus of these individuals 
with known platforms espousing extremist and often Russia-associated 
propaganda and misinformation, indicates the potential that Russia- 
State affiliated misinformation campaigns are being directly or indirectly 
expanded to target specific U.S. communities, in addition to influence 
operations in Africa. Logically assesses with moderate confidence that 
future influence operations attributed to Michel will modify tactics based 
on the observed successes In dissemination and engagement. 
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A map of domains 
owned by or historically 
owned by Luc Michel 
and Fabrice Beaur 


LUC MICHEL 


FABRICE BEAUR 
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afriquemedia-webtv.org 
centrafrica-news.tv 
ceredd.com 
elac-committees.org, 
eode-webtv.ru 
eode.org 
eurasianews.net 
euromediacom.net 
euromediapresse.com 
europaischer-widerstand.org 
iraq.org,krasnodarfr 
lavoixdelaguineeequatoriale.com 
Icdp.info 

libye.net 

libye.org 

lucmichel.net 
lucmichel.org 
medd.info 
panafricom-tv.com 
panafricom.info 
pcn-ncp-timeline.net 
pcn-ncp.com 
pcn-ncp.info 
pcn-ncp.org 
pcn-tv.org 
pcn-webtv.ru 
russosphere.com 
syria-committees.org 
tpoe.info 
vivre-en-russie.com 
webtv-tchad.com 
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A self-proclaimed long-time follower of Belgian Neo-Nazi Jean-Francois 
Thiriart, Michel founded the first iteration of the Belgian National Front 
after being inspired by Jean-Marie LePen. Michel has since engaged In 
influence operations in Libya, Central African Republic, Chad, Equatorial 
Guinea, and Burundi. Gaining more than 78,000 followers and 
subscribers across platforms, this current network has seen significant 
traction in comparison to prior influence operations attributed to Michel, 
which saw limited engagement. 


Michel’s History in Africa 


Michel’s history of operations in Africa includes ownership of domains 
posing as local news, such as WebTV-TChad.org, Centrafrica-news.tv, and 
Lavoixdeleequatorialeguinee.tv, among others. Of note is the domain, 
Afriquemedia-webtv.org, which was registered in 2016 by Michel’s 
collaborator, Fabrice Beaur, and is where Michel makes frequent 
appearances. According to a 2019 working paper from the National 
Endowment for Democracy, it is tied to an organization allegedly created 
by President Obiang of Equatorial Guinea and reported by local 
journalists to have received funding from Russia: Afrique Media. Michel 
still regularly appears on Afrique Media in 2022, sometimes weekly, with 
his most recent interview entitled “We Are In A War Between Russia- 
NATO And The USA" being published on their YouTube channel, which 
has more than 650,000 subscribers. Michel also previously ran the 
“Jamahiriyan Network”, created to defend Muammar Qaddafi from what 
he called a “NATO coup”, which was founded in June 2011, months before 
Qaddafi's death. 


The majority of Michel's operations in Africa promote pan-Africanism and 
anti-colonialist sentiment as a rallying point to support Michel’s central 
thesis: that African countries would benefit from distancing themselves 
from their European colonizers and developing closer ties with Russia. 


Eurasian Organization for Democracy and Elections 
(EODE), Ukraine, Fabrice Beaur 


In 2006, Michel founded an organization with Jean-Pierre 
Vandersmissen, a fellow follower of Thiriart and colleague affiliated with 
the PCN, a political party founded by Michel, called the Eurasian 
Organization for Democracy and Elections (EODE), which featured a 
senior member named Fabrice Beaur. 
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This organization sought to oversee independence referendums In 
Europe, participating in Transnistria, Nagorno-Karabakh, and Abkhazia 
elections before organizing the group of observers who in 2014 
attempted to legitimize the Crimea and Donbas referendums. In 2014, 
Beaur met Aleksandr Zakharchenko, the first elected President of the 
Donetsk People’s Republic (DPR). Zakharchenko was later assassinated 
in 2018 in an attack that has been disputed as being attributed to either 
Ukraine or Russia, with both having a sufficient motive to conduct It. 


Over time, Michel and Beaur became more closely linked, with ownership 
of websites, social media profiles, and even office locations documented 
as being shared between the two. Claiming to hold offices in Moscow, 
Paris, Brussels, Sochi, and Chisinau, the EODE has teams working on 
Africa, Turkey, the EU, and the Balkans, according to their website. 


Russosphere Emerges, Attribution to Michel 


Near the end of 2020, the previously identified websites targeting various 
countries in Africa largely stopped posting, and in June 2021 a new profile 
called “Russosphere” emerged. Operating across platforms, using the 
same branding and name, other than where identified as “En Defense de 
la Russie”, “Russosphere” began sharing pro-Russian propaganda and 
disinformation in French. In November 2021, a Youtube channel was 
created, and by February 21, 2022, three days prior to Russia's expanded 
invasion of Ukraine, a Twitter profile went live, all sharing pro-Russian 
propaganda and disinformation in French. 


The administrators of the Facebook account include the EODE Facebook 
page, the organization founded by Luc Michel. Whereas prior attempts at 
gaining traction through websites like WebTV-Tchad.org did not gain 
significant traction, the “Russosphere” accounts have gained more than 
78,000 followers and subscribers across all platforms since the first 
account was created in June 2021. They frequently share content from 
Michel, and Beaur has taken on the public ownership of the accounts, 
despite the page's website domain being linked to both Michel and 
Beaur through ownership records. 


Russosphere's Telegram also saw a dramatic increase between March 
and December of 2022, in both followers and posting frequency, which 
Started days before Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 
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Russosphere Followers & Subscribers 
December 8, 2022 
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EODE Operations in the USA and the Republic of 
Detroit 


NAPO (North Atlantic Peace Organization), which is a self-described 
NATO alternative seeking to “bring peace and security to the global 
community” and comprised of “Afrodescendants In the United States [...] 
asserting their right of self-determination and citizens of the Russian 
Federation but [...] open to all who agree with its objectives,” is co-chaired 
by Luc Michel and Ramzu Yunus, a US-based revolutionary and Black 
Sovereign Citizen movement leader. 


Yunus’'s other ventures include: 


e asite promoting an app that promises $100,000 to everyone who 
registers and claims that the offer is made possible by the 
“petroleum resources availed for transaction by Russia, Venezuela, 
and Iran as well as the asset value of cities and human capital”; 


e asite promoting self-determination for individuals of African 
descent containing a sign-up form that asks users for their full 
names and the last four digits of their Social Security Numbers; 


e a Central African Republic development company that lists a CAR 
number belonging to Yunus; 


e the “Afrodescendant Russia Association” site that promotes the 
Detroit referendum and outlines their “first critical mission [...] to 
mobilize the support of millions of Russian patriots [...] and 
establishment of protective measures within North America’; 


e awebsite selling an antivirus formula” against COVID and the 
undesirable side effects of the vaccine’. 


Similarly, to Michel, Yunus frequently uses his different websites for cross- 
promotion of his endeavors, giving the appearance of organic press 
coverage. 


Much like Michel does in his operations in Africa, Yunus takes an anti- 
colonialist approach to promote a narrative that argues for closer ties 
with Russia. Yunus has claimed long-standing relationships with former 
Venezuelan president Hugo Chavez and former Zimbabwean prime 
minister Robert Mugabe, stating that he has “worked with them and 
their governments and has brought the same intent of empowering The 
People to Detroit.” 
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Yunus, who claims to have been questioned by federal authorities about 
his ties to Iran, can be seen posting on the Supreme Leader of Iran 
Ayatollah Khamaeni's official website on multiple occasions. In 2016, 
Yunus posted a comment in which he addressed the Ayatollah and asked 
for “humanitarian intervention” in the United States. In a 2018 post on the 
same site, Yunus wrote, “the Islamic Revolution of Iran should support 
the Independence revolution going on in America by the oppressed 
Black people being led by Muslims.” 


www.napo.world 
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A NAPO conference featuring 
Ramzu Yunus, Luc Michel, 
and Fabrice Beaur. 


JOIN THE WEB 
CONFERENCE DECEMBER 3, 
2022 AT 1PM EST 


www.justiceconference.live/NAPO 


In 2018, Yunus was at the center of a controversy in Highland Park, 
Michigan, after he organized a rally where he promised residents free 
houses and $100,000. In 2021, Yunus lured residents to a similar event 
using fake deeds to houses belonging to the Detroit Land Bank or private 
owners, a tactic he had reportedly used for years. The situation escalated 
when Yunus shot at a security guard and barricaded himself inside a 
vacant home, which in turn led to a 48-hour standoff with police and 
ultimately Yunus arrest. Following his arrest on September 1, 2021, Yunus 
hosted a press conference where he announced that his movement was 
“at war with anyone who oppose|d] and trie[d] to stop [them]". Yunus also 
Stated his intention to risk lives in Support of his cause, telling the 
audience, "That means us taking life we will risk our lives and take the 
lives of those who try to take the lives of our people.” On October 13, 2021, 
the Detroit Corporation Counsel issued a statement that was published 
on the city of Detroit's official website warning residents about Yunus 
scheme as well as his plans to use violence. The statement called Yunus 
“dangerous.” 
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In 2021, Yunus held a “referendum” in Detroit to secede from the United 
States and form an independent “Republic of Detroit,” describing the city 
asa “Black Crimea in the heart of the United States.” Yunus “declared 
independence’ for the “Republic of Detroit” on July 4, 2021, via a website 
he owns that is dedicated to the Detroit Independence movement. The 
referendum was monitored by Michel and Beaure’s organization, EODE, 
who had previously organized the team of observers for the 2014 
referendums in Ukraine. On a website devoted to Detroit independence, 
Yunus promotes a flier outlining the five steps to self-determination, 
which are: create a council, establish policies, create an army, campaign, 
and finally, hold a vote/assembly. 


STEPS TO ASSERT THE 
RIGHT OF 
SELF-DETERMINATION 
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2. ESTABLISH POLICIES 

Though a lot of existing policies are ' 

fine, new revolutionary policies must jai | | r 

be added. These include monetary 

reparations, free housing, and 

conviction pardons. eS 


3. CREATE ARMY 


Just as a city has a police force 


independence is declared. 


and nation has an army, one must 
be established to secure the right 
of Self-Determination against any 
opposition and violation of policies. 
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5. HOLD VOTE/ASSEMBLY 


Create a ballot in which the people can 
vote to be independent. This 
e, door to doo 


which itself e *Xpr 


can be 
or at a massive rally 
esses the will of the 
people. Once enough consent is given 
the council (as representative of the 
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beat 
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*See international law documents: 1. Montevideo Convention; 2. International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; 3. Declaration on Principles of international 
mong States 


independence 


“Steps to Assert the Right of 
Self-Determination” 


Law concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation a 
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Logically also identified a pro-Wagner Telegram group, consisting of 800 
members at the time of reporting, as well as a WhatsApp group, with no 
publicly available data, both entitled 'Merci Wagner’. The group was 
founded on November 30, 2022, notably the same day the United States 
announced it was considering sanctions against the private military 
company. Administrators of the accounts include Luc Michel, Fabrice 
Beaur, and a third previously unidentified individual, Andre Dembele, a 
student from Equatorial Guinea. The groups' initial invites were sent to 
almost exclusively television presenters on various African networks, with 
the most significant overlap coming in the form of appearances by at 
least four Invited group members on Afrique Media, the station 
previously linked to Prigozhin and the Wagner Group. In one post, Ramzu 
Yunus, founder of the Republic of Detroit, requests Prigozhin's assistance 
in Detroit, stating that 'deploying Wagner forces within the United States 
would be well within (his) rights'. Contact information for recruiters from 
the Wagner Group was also shared in the Telegram group. 


Luc Michel owner 17:27 
Sujet du Groupe Telegram: Merci Wagner ! 2 


La société militaire privée dite "Wagner" est le cauchemar des occidentaux. Rappelons que la société en elle-méme pour les services de sécurité ne 
porte pas ce nom. C'est plus une "marque" et aussi un pied de nez de Evgeny Prigojine a qui de droit. Wagner combat en Syrie contre Daesh. 
Wagner combat le colonialisme en Afrique. Wagner combat dans le Donbass pour la Novorossiya. Rétablissons la vérité sur les combattants russes 
et leur chef! https://t.me/merciwagner 
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Luc Michel owner 08:1 
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wagner2022.ru 
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Conclusion 


Logically assesses with high confidence that two new influence 
operations are attributable to Luc Michel, a self-proclaimed political 
activist with a history of engaging in operations targeting Africa with pro- 
Russian online content. These operations widen their scope to target 
French speakers generally, as well as legitimize an independence 
referendum within United States territory. 


Logically assesses with moderate confidence that future influence 
operations attributable to Michel will use techniques learned from the 
two identified operations to refrain from direct attribution to Michel, as 
well as target organizations inside the United States for partnership on 
behalf of Russian interests, due to identified successes in dissemination 
and engagement levels. 


This investigation was conducted utilizing information environments 
within Logically Intelligence, together with our experienced team of 
analysts. 


About Logically 


Logically combines advanced Al with human 
intelligence and expertise to tackle harmful and 
problematic online content at scale. The company’s 
mission is to enhance civic discourse, protect 
democratic debate and process, and provide access to 
trustworthy information. 


In 2021, Logically was named one of the world’s most 
Innovative artificial intelligence companies by Fast 
Company and won the Rising Star in Tech CogX Award. 
Logically has helped mitigate threats to elections in the 
United States, United Kingdom, and India since 2017. 


Visit Logically.Al for more information, or contact us at 
info@logically.ai 
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